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TBCCC Hosts "Score a Home Run for Your Fleet with CNG and
Propane" Event in Clearwater, Florida

On Thursday, October 22, Tampa Bay Clean Cities Coalition (TBCCC) held its fall event "Score a
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&camefrom=view&agent.uid=1123059778526
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Home Run for Your Fleet with CNG and Propane" at the Bright House Field in Clearwater, Florida.
Over 40 local stakeholders attended this networking event, which also served as a businessto
business learning opportunity.
Fleets currently using CNG and propane fuels displayed a variety of vehicles, including a propane
powered school bus from Pinellas District Schools and a Ford F550 service truck from AmeriGas.The
City of Clearwater brought a 12liter refuse truck and a Chevy Tahoe, and Precision Alternative Fuel
Conversions (PAFC) showcased a converted F150. Other vehicles included an F150 from Tampa
International Airport, F250 and Ford Fusion Dual Fuel from Clearwater Gas, Honda Civic from
Environmental Protection Commission, and Chevy Tahoe from TECO.
Attendees gathered in the media room and were welcomed by Doug Kemp, manager of special events
for Bright House Field; Brian Langille, TBCCC Steering Committee member and gas operations
manager for the City of Clearwater; and Steve Reich, TBCCC coordinator.
Brian Langille reported that Clearwater Gas now handles all vehicle maintenance internally. They also
partnered with Earl Gloster to build the CNG station for the City of Clearwater's Solid Waste & General
Services division. That station services 2530 Clearwater Gas vehicles in addition to outside customers.
Steve Reich highlighted new opportunities and tools available for TBCCC members, such as Florida
Energy Office initiatives and rebates and the EPA Clean Diesel School Bus rebate program. He also
welcomed TBCCC's newest member, Suburban Propane, and introduced the upcoming First
Responder Alternative Fuel Training. This important initiative is being funded by a U.S. Department of
Energy grant awarded earlier this year. TBCCC will partner with Florida's other Clean Cities coalitions
to establish an alternative fuel vehicle training program that teaches first responders how to approach
and assess incidents involving alternative fuels. The project will offer a oneday course on Gaseous
Fuels and Electric Drive Vehicles and a oneday trainthetrainer course for firefighter training officers.
TBCCC will update stakeholders as training sessions are scheduled.

Continue Reading >>

Member Highlight

TBCCC Bids Good Luck to Founding Member
Margaret Rush
As of December, TBCCC will no longer enjoy the leadership
and energy of one its founding members and Steering
Committee member, Ms. Margaret Rush. Margaret retired
from the Environmental Protection Commission of
Hillsborough County after nearly eight years with the agency.
While at EPC, she worked on numerous air quality projects,
and ultimately focused her efforts on establishing a
sustainability office. As the first Sustainability Coordinator for
the agency, she originated several green initiatives at EPC and
addressed multiple environmental issues, including climate
adaptation, sea level rise, and the reduction of carbon
footprint.
An energetic proponent of alternatively fueled vehicles, Margaret was instrumental in having her
agency procure electric and CNG powered vehicles, in facilitating the installation of public charging
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&camefrom=view&agent.uid=1123059778526
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infrastructure around the county, and in launching the effort to establish a Clean Cities coalition in the
Tampa Bay region. Margaret tirelessly championed the move toward federal designation of TBCCC,
working with cofounding members TECO Energy and USF. Her efforts were largely responsible for
starting the coalition, as startup funding was secured from EPC.
"I will always think of Margaret as the quiet and determined force that kept us on track to develop
communitybased support for creating Tampa Bay Clean Cities," said Coordinator Steve Reich. "She
helped in so many ways, from making contacts with highlevel public and private officials to organizing
events. I will miss her counsel and her commitment to cleaner transportation."
Margaret will be missed by all TBCCC members and stakeholders, and especially by those of us who
had the privilege of working closely with her. The community and the entire region owe her our
gratitude.

Member Profile

Tampa International Airport
Tampa International Airport has been an active
TBCCC member since 2013. Melissa Solberg, TPA
sustainability manager, was a featured speaker at the
TBCCC CNG and propane fall event held in
Clearwater. She shared the airport's successful
experience with compressed natural gas (CNG) and
provided updates on the airport's progress toward
expanding its CNG fuel infrastructure and fleet.
In addition to the airport's transition to CNG, TPA has
recently expanded its electric vehicle (EV) charging
infrastructure by adding 12 EV charging stations,
bringing the total to 15.

TPA's lightweight CNG truck fueling at the Clean Energy station
located at the north end of West Shore Blvd. at Air Cargo Road

With the additional charging stations, the
infrastructure now allows for as many as 18 electric
vehicles to charge simultaneously. The airport also
designates four parking spaces reserved only for
alternative fuel vehicles. Prior to the charging station
expansion, drivers could charge only six EVs at
stations in the Cell Phone Waiting Lot and Valet
Parking areas. The additional 12 stations now
accommodate visitors in the Short Term, Long Term,
and Economy garages.

"We're excited to add additional charging stations for
electric vehicles and to emphasize the importance of
alternative fuels vehicles," said Al Illustrato, vice
president of Facilities and Administration. "The triple
bottom line that considers people, the planet, and
prosperity is important to this airport. Our own
sustainability program includes everything from new
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&camefrom=view&agent.uid=1123059778526
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charging stations and natural gas vehicles to solar
power, reclaimed water, and recycled construction
materials."

The new EV stations are part of TPA's larger
renovation and expansion, which includes a number
of projects contained in the airport's sustainability
management plan, known as the Legacy of
Environmental Actions for our Future (LEAF). The
plan establishes 36 initiatives that range from
strengthening community partnerships to diverting
waste and reducing energy consumption. The
airport's LEAF program has recently earned several
awards, including the J. Bryan Cooper
Environmental Award from the Florida Airports
Council and one for outstanding contribution to the
community from the Hillsborough County Planning Commission.
TPA has also partnered with TBCCC member Tampa Electric Company (TECO) to construct a 6,200
panel solar power array on top of the Economy Parking Garage. Once completed, the 2 megawatt
installation will send enough energy to the electric grid to power 250 residential homes  or about the
same amount of energy as will be used by TPA's new 1.4mile automated people mover.

Welcome New Members

Pasco County Schools provides a worldclass education to over 70,000
students in Pasco County.

Suburban Propane is a nationwide marketer and distributor specializing in
propane, fuel oil, and refined fuels, as well as the marketing of natural gas and
electricity.

Unity of Tampa is a thriving spiritual community that embraces diversity & inspires
personal transformation by living Unity principles.

https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&camefrom=view&agent.uid=1123059778526
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Joann Damelio
Thank You to Our Renewing Members!
City of Clearwater, City of North Port, City of Tampa, Environmental Protection Commission
of Hillsborough County, Florida Transportation Systems, Gator Ford, Hillsborough County
Planning Commission, Sarasota County, Sierra Club, Suncoast Credit Union, Tampa
Hillsborough Expressway Authority, Tampa International Airport, and TECO

News Section

TBCCC and TECO Attend 2015 Florida
Energy Summit in Jacksonville
From October 1416, TBCCC coordinator Steve
Reich and Steering Committee members Dr.
George Philippidis (Patel College of Global
Sustainability) and Kenneth Hernandez (TECO)
attended the 2015 Florida Energy Summit held at the Hyatt Regency Jacksonville Riverfront. Hosted by
the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and the JAX Chamber, the summit
included presentations from industry leaders and included tours of First Coast fuel and energy facilities.
Nearly 320 people registered from 200 groups and companies at the event.

Read More
Waste Management Launches New
CNG Fleet in Florida
Waste Management has officially launched the
first of its CNGpowered waste and recycling
collection trucks in Collier County, Florida. The
company says this initiative represents an
investment of more than $35 million in Collier
County over the next four years, including the
purchase of 105 new CNG trucks and the
construction of the county's first CNG fueling
station.
According to Waste Management, converting the Collier County fleet of collection vehicles to CNG has
involved extensive site preparation, training, and coordination with local first responders. Prior to the
rolling out the first CNG truck into the area, the company needed to build the community's first fueling
station. The $1.2 million project included the installation of a series of compressors to prepare the
natural gas for 50 timedfill posts and fastfill dispensers.

Read More
Alternative Fuels News Corner
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&camefrom=view&agent.uid=1123059778526
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Alternative Fuels News Corner

House Bill Would Advance Clean
Vehicles Technologies
A bill that would earmark funds for research and
development of alternative fuels and advanced vehicle
technologies as well as create truckspecific programs
within the Department of Energy (DOE) has been
introduced in the House by Rep. Debbie Dingell as
the Vehicle Innovation Act (VIA), H.R. 4106.
Sen. Gary Peters introduced the legislation in the
Senate earlier this year with cosponsors Sens. Debbie
Stabenow and Lamar Alexander. Their bill was
Rep. Debbie Dingell and Sen. Gary Peters touring Leggett
passed by the Senate Energy and Natural Resources and Platt Commercial Vehicle Products plant in Taylor,
Michigan. Photo: debbiedingell.house.gov
Committee as part of a larger package of energy
legislation. According to the Senate and House
sponsors, VIA legislation will promote investments in research and development of clean vehicle
technologies to create more fuelefficient vehicles, reduce dependence on foreign oil and support
American auto manufacturers and suppliers.
Rep. Dingell said the act would reauthorize the Department of Energy's Vehicle Technologies
Program, which works with lightduty automobile and medium and heavyduty commercial truck
manufacturers and suppliers to conduct research and development to improve fuel efficiency in
vehicles. She said examples of these technologies include mild hybrid, engine downspeeding, power
pack modeling and testing, advanced boosting systems, new vehicle sensing and communication,
hydrogen and natural gas refueling, and electric vehicle charging technology.

Read More
U.S. Congress Passes Natural Gas Tax
Credit Legislation
Federal lawmakers have approved legislation that will
extend expired tax credits for companies that use
alternative fuels through the end of 2016.
The Protecting Americans from Tax Hikes Act of
2015 approved Dec. 18 will extend several federal
Photo via Wikimedia
tax credits that expired in 2014, and make some
subsidies permanent, according to an NGT News
report. The package includes a twoyear extension through Dec. 31, 2016 for compressed natural gas
(CNG) and liquefied natural gas (LNG).
Provisions would include a weight exemption that allows heavyduty natural gas trucks to exceed the
federal weight limits up to 82,000 pounds to compensate for the additional weight of natural gas fuel
systems and tanks.The Act also creates regulatory equality for NGVs by allowing automakers to more
accurately calculate fuel economy of bifuel NGVs. The current credit assumes bifuel NGVs operate
50% of the time on gasoline instead of natural gas.
Also included in the Act are provisions that expand the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality
Improvement (CMAQ) Program to clarify that port facilities qualify for funding; create alternative fuel
infrastructure corridors, including natural gas fueling stations along major national highways; and
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&camefrom=view&agent.uid=1123059778526
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extend a state's ability to provide HOV lane access for NGVs and other dedicated alternative fuel
vehicles until 2025.

Read More
Cellulosic Ethanol: The Largest Plant
DuPont opened the doors to the largest cellulosic ethanol
plant in the world on October 30. Iowa Gov. Terry
Brandstad and other dignitaries celebrated the opening of
the Nevada, Iowabased biorefinery that will produce 30
million gallons of fuelgrade ethanol per year. It's considered
one of the cleanest fuels available, reducing carbon
emissions by 90% compared to traditional fossil fuels.

Read More
Energy Department Announces $35
Million to Advance Hydrogen and Fuel
Cell Technologies
On December 11, the Energy Department announced up
to $35 million in available funding to advance hydrogen
and fuel cell technologies that will reduce our nation's
dependence on foreign oil and cut harmful carbon
emissions. As part of the Administration's allofthe
above energy strategy, this funding will accelerate
American innovation in hydrogen and fuel cell
technologies by supporting research and development, early market deployments, and domestic
manufacturing. The Department also aims to develop collaborative consortia for fuel cell performance
and durability and advanced hydrogen storage materials research to leverage the capabilities of
national lab core teams.
The available funding includes hydrogen production, delivery, and storage research and development
(R&D); demonstration of infrastructure component manufacturing, and support for Climate Action
Champions deploying hydrogen and fuel cell technologies; consortia topics for fuel cell performance
and durability and advanced hydrogen storage materials research; and cost and performance analysis
for hydrogen production, storage, and fuel cells.

Read More
Congress Passes Highway Bill with Strong
Support of NGVs
NGVAmerica applauds House and Senate passage of a
fiveyear surface transportation bill that was later signed by
President Obama. The Fixing America's Surface
Transportation (FAST) Act includes significant provisions to
advance natural gas as a transportation fuel that have been
advocated by NGVAmerica.
Provisions contained in the FAST Act include a weight exemption that allows heavyduty natural gas
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&camefrom=view&agent.uid=1123059778526
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trucks to exceed the federal weight limits up to 82,000 pounds to compensate for the additional weight
of natural gas fuel systems and tanks. This provision would level the playing field for natural gas trucks
that are currently unable to haul the same amount of freight as dieselpowered trucks.

Read More
TwentyOne States Receive Grants
Under Biofuels Infrastructure Program
A Citgo station in Kissimmee, Florida, served as the
stage for Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack's
announcement of the specific grants going to 21
states, distributing a total of $100 million in the
Biofuels Infrastructure Program.
Ag Secretary Vilsack announces the grants going to 21 states for

Adding the matching commitments by state and
biofuels infrastructure at Kissimmee Citgo in Florida.
private entities, the program is investing a total of
PHOTO: PROTEC
$20 million to nearly double the number of fueling
pumps nationwide that supply renewable fuels. In Florida's ceremony, Vilsack announced the dollar
awards to each state. USDA anticipates 1,486 stations will install 4,880 pumps and 515 tanks as part of
the infrastructure partnerships.

Read More
Blue Bird Unveils New CNGPowered School Bus
Blue Bird Corp., whose propane autogas school bus often
makes headlines, says it is expanding its compressed natural gas
product line in order to meet demand from customers. Blue Bird
announced it will start producing its first CNGpowered Type C
Vision Bus in 2016. The manufacturer says the new model will
complement the Type D CNG bus it currently offers. Furthermore, the new CNG school buses will be a
continuance of Blue Bird's partnership with Ford and ROUSH CleanTech and will feature the same
engine configuration as Blue Bird's propanepowered buses: Ford's 6.8L V10 engine and a fuel
system from ROUSH CleanTech.

Read More
2017 Chevrolet Bolt EV: First Photos Before the 2016
CES Reveal
The Chevrolet Bolt will go into production next year with an
anticipated allelectric driving range of 200 miles. GM has also
stated the base price of the Bolt will be around $30,000, after
federal incentives. The Bolt was shown as a surprise concept at
the 2015 North American International Auto Show, and has
since been undergoing final development.
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&camefrom=view&agent.uid=1123059778526
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Read More
Toyota Transport Testing First CNG Car Hauler
Toyota Transport, the automaker's inhouse vehicle
transportation trucking company, added its first car hauler that
runs on compressed natural gas. The Long Beach, CAbased
truck and trailer emits 85% less overall particulate matter and
10% less carbon dioxide that its dieselpowered counterpart.
The CNG truck was commissioned by Toyota and designed and
built in collaboration with Peterbilt and Cottrell, Inc., the truck
and trailer manufacturers.

Read More
Electric Vehicles Beat Gasoline Cars in Cradleto
Grave Emissions Study
A cradletograve analysis finds driving an electric car in
California creates less greenhouse gas emissions than even the
most efficient gasoline vehicle. A car running on electricityeven
when powerplant emissions are consideredproduces pollution
equivalent to a theoretical conventional car with fuel economy of
87 miles per gallon, according to the study, released by the Union of Concerned Scientists.
The organization tallied all the greenhouse gas emissions from every aspect of auto manufacturing and
operations and found that electric vehicles beat their gasoline counterparts in every region of the U.S.

Read More
Clean Cities Blog

U.S. Department of Transportation to Expand
Electric Vehicle Charging for Employees
Over the next decade, the federal agency plans to
add 500 charging stations at its buildings nationwide.
The U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) recently became
the first federal agency to join the U.S. Department of Energy's
Workplace Charging Challenge (WPCC).
So far, more than 250 other U.S. employers have signed on to
the Challenge in an effort to provide more plugin electric vehicle (PEV) charging sites for employees to
use while at work.
The DOT's decision to provide charging access to the federal government's workforce underscores its
ongoing commitment to leadership in sustainable and innovative transportation alternatives.
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&camefrom=view&agent.uid=1123059778526
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Participating in the WPCC is part of the DOT's effort to launch a comprehensive workplace charging
program and will help the agency achieve its goal of providing 500 charging units by 2025.
In 2015, the WPCC continued to expand its reach by supporting the installation of new charging stations
at more than 440 worksites. These charging stations are accessible to nearly one million employees. To
learn more about the WPCC and how the initiative supports employers' workplace charging programs,
see the latest report, Workplace Charging Challenge MidProgram Review: Employees Plug In.
The WPCC and EV Everywhere Grand Challenge are supported by the Vehicle Technologies Office in
the U.S. Department of Energy's Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy.

Read More

Resources

The Alternative Fuels Data Center provides information, data, and tools to help fleets and other
transportation decision makers find ways to reduce petroleum consumption through the use of
alternative and renewable fuels, advanced vehicles, and other fuelsaving measures. Tools include
the Vehicle Cost Calculator, which uses information about your driving habits to calculate the total
cost of ownership; the CNG VICE Model 2.0, which evaluates ROI and payback period for natural
gas vehicles and infrastructure; and the AFLEET Tool, which calculates a fleet's petroleum use,
cost of ownership, and emissions. Check out the AFDC Station Locator to find the closest
alternative fueling station near you.
Visit the new EV Everywhere website to get the most updated information on electric vehicles.
Read the latest edition of Clean Cities NOW to catch up on Clean Cities' program activities,
accomplishments, and resources. Download the Model Year 2016 Fuel Economy Guide from
Fueleconomy.gov to check out the latest fuel economy information. Download the Strategic
Planning to Enable ESCOs to Accelerate NGV Fleet Deployment and Strategic Planning to
Implement Publicly Available EV Charging Stations to read findings of a twoyear research
initiative to develop innovative finance mechanisms aimed at accelerating the deployment of AFVs
and fueling infrastructure.
https://ui.constantcontact.com/rnavmap/emcf/email/view?flow=view&camefrom=view&agent.uid=1123059778526
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Upcoming Events

Mark Your Calendar
January 7, 2016
GAIN CNG Station Grand Opening
8346 E. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd, Tampa, FL
January 25  29, 2016
2016 National Biodiesel Conference and Expo
Tampa, FL
For more information on presentations, vendors, and registration, visit the
Biodiesel Conference website.
March 1  4, 2016
Green Truck Summit
Indianapolis, IN
For more information on sessions and registration, visit the
NTEA Green Truck Summit website.

Membership Information
The Tampa Bay Clean Cities Coalition is a membershipbased organization created to coordinate and promote
the use of nontraditional and cleaner energy for transportation in the Tampa Bay region. The effort was launched
in the summer of 2012 with financial and inkind support from the Environmental Protection Commission of
Hillsborough County, TECO Energy, the USF Patel College of Global Sustainability, and the USF Center for
Urban Transportation Research. Tampa Bay Clean Cities works in concert with, and supports, the U.S.
Department of Energy's Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy Vehicle Technology Program  Clean Cities.

Join the Tampa Bay Clean Cities Coalition!
For information on joining, see the membership page by clicking here. The system accepts electronic
checks and all major credit cards.

For additional assistance, contact Jana Huss at hussj@cutr.usf.edu or 8139749779.

TBCCC Founding Members

TBCCC Members

Diamond

Platinum

Gold
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Silver

Bronze

Members

John Batchelder
Joann Damelio
Joy Ingram
Gary Ivers

Arthur Miskis
Karen Freedman
Stephen McNaughton

Tampa Bay Clean Cities
wishes you a safe and happy
holiday!

Tampa Bay Clean Cities Coalition
PATEL.USF.EDU
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